. / 7 
: 
7 
* ” 
* 
1 * 
e. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
, * 
- 
' 
A 
- 
* 
* * 
* 
* 
« F * 


PREACHED ON THE 


eneral Fall, ” 


| | AARCH 7, Mpccxcvi. 5 
7 — — I_ W 88 
; 5 By W. COLE, D. Do 
. CHAPLAIN TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 
: . ' PREBENDARY OF WESTMINSTER, AND 
| RECTOR OF MERSHAM, KENT. 
l : — —— 
ö * f » : | | - 
LONDON: | | 
h PRINTED FOR F. AND c. RIVINGTON, NO» 62, ST. PAUL'S 
CHURCH-YARD; ELMSLEY AND BREMNER, STRAND; 
AND Il. HATCHARD, NO. 173, PICCADILLY. 
| | „ 5 ü 


- 
R CY 
a © 
: 
: 
: 
: 


- 
= 


. 
— — —— — been... 


* 
= 
—— — 


- 
A eq OT 


1 


— 

— 

— 

od * — 


5 r err 


. 


— 


* 


EDO RET ONE eee 


——— 


7? wy "gp 1 


„ Spent 


1 


aa P äC————%ͤb! C —— — te — 3 3 — — — = — — — 


3 
RES 


— 


8 


WE 


*. 
— 


2 


— 


10 wy 
TACOB BRYANT, Esa. 
THE MOST LEARNED AND ZEALOUS CHAMPION 
OF THE TRUTH OF THE 
MOSAIC AvD CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS; 


— 


THIS SERMON IS INSCRIBED, 


AS A TESTIMONY OF GRATEFUL AFFECTION, ESTEEM, 
AND VENERATION, 


BY HIS MOST OBLIGED, AND 


. FAITHFUL HUMBLE SERVANT, 
W. COLE 


> an 


A 


SERMON. 


PSALM XXII. 4. . 125 


OUR FATHERS HOPED IN THEE; THEY TRUSTED 
IN THEE, AND THOU DIDST DELIVER THEM. | 


HE Jewiſh theocratical polity was upheld and 

adminiſtered by the viſible interpoſition of 
Jehovah, the God of Iſrael. I am appeared to Moſes 
at the burning buſh; and at various times, both 

_ antecedent and ſubſequent to the deliverance of the 
Iſraelites from Egypt. God conducted them ſafe 
through the Red Sea; through the vaſt and howling 

wilderneſs; the light of the divine preſence went 
before them; the law was uſhered amidſt thunderings, 

| lightnings, and earthquakes. Both his mercies and 

judgments were apparent; at his command the rock 
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iſſued forth ſtreams of water, and manna from haven 
ſupplied their wants, 


| This f is indeed ſo obvious, throughout the Moſaic 
diſpenſation, that it would be ſuperfluous to dwell on 
particular inſtances; but even this highly favoured 


nation were a rebellious and Ait -necked eoſile, a faith- 
leſs and flubborn-generation. What then ſhall we fay, 


what ſhall we expect from the reſt of mankind, re- 
mote from the Shechinah, the Tabernacle, and the 
Temple? Shall we fay that Chriftianity has purified 
their affections, and that their hearts are now im- 


preſſed, and their conſciences ſpiritualized by. the. 


evangelical Urim and Thummim? This was un- 


doubtedly the caſe of the primitive Chriſtians. But, 


alas! corruptions have gradually tainted the heart, 
and disfigured the glory of the Chriſtian Church. 
Mankind, deeply occupied in worldly purſuits, im- 
merſed in ſenſuality, elevated by conceit, arrogance, 
and preſumption, truſt not now in God, as their 


: chriſtian fore-fathers did ; but have Karies he ide like 


a broken bow. 


We live in an age of ſuch pride of heart and ſelf- 


ſufficient hhlaſolily, that, collected, as it were, within 
ourſelves, we are too apt to Hint ſcorn of the ſitua- 
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LES 
tions and attainments of others, and to entrench our- 
{elves in the magnificent idea of our own independ- 
ence. This ſeems the trait and characteriſtic, as it 


were, of the preſent generation. We but ſeldom find 
that tractability and lowlineſs of mind, which teaches 
a becoming reſpe& towards ſuperiors, which incul- 


cates a reverence for magiſtrates, obedience to the 


laws, and an habitual truſt in Almighty God. Every 
thing heretofore eſteemed venerable, lovely, and of 
BER report, 1s trampled in the duſt. The age has 
drank deep of the gall of bitterneſs, and dregs of 


pollution; the 1 of the old and crooked enen! 
has erected itſelf in the hearts and minds of deluded 


mortals, and threatens the world with the wide ſweep 
of deſtruction. Pride was the occaſion of the firſt 
apoſtacy from God, the fall of Satan and the Angels 


of darkneſs. From the grand primeval tempter the 
ſame poiſon is transfuſed into man. 


Whereas, if mankind would form a due eſtimate 


of themſelves, modeſty and humility would appear 
more becoming their preſent dependent ſtate ; and, 


inſtead of pride and vanity and frivolous gaiety, the 
ſackcloth of ſelf-abaſement would more frequently 


denote inward humiliation and contrition of ſpirit. 


A religious confidence in God through Chriſt is the 
only 
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only rock on which man can build; other hope he has 


none. This is indeed ſufficient to ſhield him againſt 
adverſity, to conduct him ſafe through fiery Waal but 


without this anchor of Religion, man is a creature 


moſt helpleſs and forlorn. Conſider his ſituation here, 


his infancy, youth, manhood, and old age ; and then 
talk of pride, and ſelf- dependence! What can an in- 
dividual and ſolitary mortal do, without the aſſiſtance 
of others? And if we purſue the reflection to it's 


fountain- head, what can he do without God? Children 
look up to their parents, the diſtreſſed to their friends, | 
the poor to the rich, the weak to the ſtrong: and all 
who are wiſe, to God. Here is the foundation of all 


religion, without which individuals and ſtates muſt 
fall. In the hour of diſtreſs we implore the mercies 


and protection of our heavenly Father; in all inſtances 
of dereliction and deſtitution, the perplexed and pen- 
five ſoul flees for refuge to the well-ſpring of life and 


conſolation ; of which reſource to be bereaved, is the 


conſummation of miſery and deſpair. As a religious 
man, though deſerted by earthly comforters, finds 
ſupernatural and divine ſupport, from the mercies of 


God, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; fo a religious and i 


Chriſtian nation, when threatened with impending 
danger, with devout proſtration of heart pours out 
prayers and ſupplications before the throne of Grace, 

confeſſes 


„ 


confeſſes the ſins of the people, ſheds tears of re- 
pentance, with deep forrow and public general faſt- 
ing. Who can tell whether God will turn away 
his fierce anger, that we freriſh not?” This was the 
reflection of the Nine vite s. I tand at the door and 
knock,” ſays Chriſt, in the Revelations ; nor doth he 
only knock without, but alſo within aſſiſt to ofien, whereby 
acceſs and entrance is grven to the heavenly fireſence of 
that ſaving power, which maketh man a rehaired temfile 
* God's good — 8 5 to inſabit 7. 


Health, ſafety, riches and plenty produce in the 
unwiſe and incautious, a wantonneſs, extravagance, 
and giddineſs of mind, which carry a man, as it were, 
beyond himſelf; he becomes, in a manner, drunken 
with proſperity; then he is off his guard; and the 
opportunity of attack is watched and eagerly ſeized by 
the infernal enemy, who is every where roaming about, 
ſeeking whom he may devour. Reaſon as well as re- 
ligion being forſaken, conſcience is for a time lulled 
os. God and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, death, 
the grave, the reſurrection, the general judgment, 
the joys of heaven, and the pains of hell, are all for-. 
gotten. Luxurious indulgence, riot and difhipation _ 
break in upon the mind, which is now borne down 


* Jon, iii. 9. | + Hooker's Eccl. P. V. 3. p. 7. 
PL 0 55 by 


10 }] 
q by a torrent of ſin and wickedneſs; ; but when the 
if poor intoxicated profligate is unexpectedly viſited by 
= ſickneſs, danger, or overwhelming diſtreſs and afflic- 
1 tion, then, if not utterly loſt and abandoned to a 
| | reprobate mind, he naturally begins to recover his 
| ” ____recolleQtion, to rally his diſperſed thoughts, and is 
LE brought back to ſobriety of reaſon, and, by the grace 
il es of God, to a ſenſe of religion. He ſeeks God in 
| . prayer, he implores forgiveneſs, he turns to heaven, 
through Chriſt, in-weeping, faſting, and praying. 17 
[| 1 vel for him that he has been in trouble ; for before, 
| he went Wrong but now. he. repents, he feels a re- : * 
covery of his ſoul from deadly ſickneſs, a reſtitution | 1 
of glorious light to his darkened mind, a comfortable 3 
= reconciliation with Gad, a ſhiritual nativity, a riſing - F 
| frem the dead, a day-fpring from the depth of obſcurity, 
| a full reſtoration of the ſeat of grace, and throne of 
glory, a iriumfuh-over fin, and a ſaving victary through 
 Chrif *. Thus it is with a nation. Thus may it be 
with our nation ! And may theſe be the bleſſed effects 3 
of this * ; folemmity | 9 
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| As + an uncorrupted Senator, impreſſed With the . —_ 
dignity of his ſtation, in order to excite the people to 4 
the moſt ſtrenuous and patriotic exertions of loyalty, — 
5 alternately 


(un 1 
alternately works upon their hopes and fears; at one 
time holding out to them the enemy's weakneſs, 
ariſing from the badneſs of their cauſe, and the de- 
ſtructive tendency of their defigns, which, being ſub- 
verſive of every human comfort, and religious hope, 
cannot poſſibly be of very long proſperous duration; 
at another time ſpreading the alarm, by painting in 
ſtrong rhetorical colours, the power, duplicity, artifice, 
and indefatigable perſeverance of the Jacobinical Di- 
rectory, and their unconquerable malice and rooted 
hatred to this country; ſo we, as the appointed Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt's Goſpel, conſidering the inſeperable 
union which ſubſiſts between the Chriſtian Church of 
England, and the Conſtitution of the land, and that 
the preſervation of the one is bound up with that of 

the other, think it our duty, particularly in times of 
_ diſtreſs and menacing aſpect, to co-operate with our 
civil rulers, in preſerving the Chriſtian and political 
veſſel, committed to our ſeveral charges, from ap- 
proaching ruin and deſolation. In the preſenr ſeaſons 
of appointed Faſtings and Thankſgivings, beſides the 
ordinary topics, which the religious ſolemnity of the 
occaſion may require, we deem it requiſite to exhort 
the congregation to aſſiſt with their prayers to God 
through Chriſt, and alſo with our own prayers and 
energies of mind, body and eſtate, to further the 
= 5 - exertions 
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exertions of the nation againſt the inſulting, blaſ- 


pheming, Anti-chriſttan Foe ; we conſider it as a duty, 


incumbent on the Miniſtry, to repreſent the threatened 


danger ; to point out the reſources of hope ; that we 
may not dread too much, or too much deſpiſe the i in- 
ſolence of the enemy and the avenger. There are 


proper ſeaſons, and reaſonable motives for encourage 
ment as well as for alarm. | 


Conſider we then 7he /igns of the !1mes. Our Sa- 


viour pointed out to the Jews he figns of the times, 


which were to be the forerunners of the invaſion of 
Judea by the Romans, and the deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem and the great Temple; but the hearts of that 


infatuated people were hardened, like the heart of 
the Egyptian Pharaoh ; the notion of the full reſto- 


ration of their kingdom by the advent of their ex- 
peed Meſſiah, had 10 engroſſed their attention, being 
ſo congenial alſo to their pride and vanity, that the 


generality of them could not reconcile themſelves to 


the idea of a ſpiritual kingdom, which was to reign in 


the hearts and affections of men. Even wh: the 
Roman Eagle, the abomination of deſolation ſtood 
erected in the holy place, they could hardly be con- 


vinced of their erroneous notion. 


How 
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How awful, how tremendous are the ſigns of our 
times! But we will yet gut our truſt. in God, and 


will fay yet to ourſelves, in this heavenly confidence, 


« Why art thou. ſo vexed, O my foul, and why art 


thou ſo diſquieted within me?” The enemy which 
threatens us, cometh not from a diſtant country, 


though providentially ſeperated. from us by the waters 


of the ocean, Their preparations of invaſion are in- 


ſtant, zealous, vindictive; we, on the other hand, 
ſtand on our defence, reſolute, firm, and relying on 
the patriotic ardour, and intrepidity of our gallant 


ſeamen, our ſhips of war, and our truly loyal army; 
relying too on the unanimous conjunction of all parties 
among us; and I hope and truſt, chiefly confiding in 


the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Glory, Majeſty, and 


Victory. We have been forced into the dreadful con- 
flict, in defence of. every thing that can poſſibly. be 


dear to the heart of man, in defence of our pro- 
perties, our liberties,. our. lives, our religion. Our 
cauſe is good:—this is a grand point in our favour;. 
but is God on our ſide? This muſt be our main 


ſupport. We are, (and we muſt confeſs it) a wicked 


people! This conſideration muſt occaſion the ſtouteſt 


heart to tremble. And yet, when compared to the 
apoſtate blaſphemers, we may, I hope, look up to 
Heaven for mercy. Full many a knee amongſt us, 


fure! y. 
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=_ exertions of the nation againſt the inſulting, blaſ- 
| pheming, Anti-chriſttan Foe ; we conſider it as a duty, 
| | incumbent on the Miniſtry, to repreſent the threatened: 
0 danger; to point out the reſources of hope; that we 
1 15 may not dread too much, or too much deſpiſe the in- 
ſolence of the enemy and the avenger. There are 
it proper ſeaſons, and reaſonable motives for encourage- 
| ED ment as well as for alarm. 


| Conſider we then the / ſigns of the times. Our Sa- 
1 viour pointed out to the Jews the figns of the times, 
i | | which were to be the forerunners of the invaſion of 
bi; Judea by the Romans, and the deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem and the great Temple; but the hearts of that 
infatuated people were hardened, like the heart of 
ti the Egyptian Pharaoh; the notion of the full reſto- 
ration of their kingdem by the advent of their ex- 
A „ 5 pected Meſſiah, had 10 engroſſed their attention, being 
ſo congenial alſo to their pride and vanity, that the 
generality of them could not reconcile themſelves to 
the idea of a ſpiritual kingdom, which was to reign in ; 
the hearts and affections of men. Even when the - 1 
Roman Eagle, the abomination of deſolation ſtood _ 4 
erected in the holy place, they could hardly be con- 


Vvinced of their erroneous notion. | -— i 
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How awful, how tremendous are the ſigns of our 
2 But we will yet put our truſt in God, and 
will fay yet to ourſelves, in this heavenly confidence, 


« Why art thou. ſo vexed, O my ſoul, and why art 


thou ſo diſquieted within me?” The enemy which 


threatens us, cometh not from a diſtant country. 
though providentially ſeperated from us by the waters 
of the ocean. Their preparations of invaſion are in- 
ſtant, zealous, vindictive; we, on the other hand, . 
ſtand on our defence, reſolute, firm, and relying on 
the patriotic ardour, and intrepidity of our gallant 


ſeamen, our ſhips of war, and our truly loyal army; 
relying too on the unanimous conjunction of all parties 


among us; and I hope and truſt, chiefly confiding in 


the Lord of Hoſts, the God of. Glory, Majeſty, and 


Victory. We have been forced into the dreadful con- 
flict, in defence of every thing that can poſſibly be 
dear to the heart of man, in defence of our pro- 
perties, our liberties, our. lives, our religion. Our 


cauſe is good: this is a grand point in our favour;. 
but is God on. our fide? This muſt be our main 


ſupport. We are, (and we muſt confeſs it) a wicked 
people! This conſideration muſt occaſion the ſtouteſt 
heart to tremble. And yet, when compared to the 
apoſtate blaſphemers, we may, I hope, look up to 
Heaven for mere. Full many a knee amongſt us, 
ö furely 
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| ſürely is now bending before the Throne of Grace, 
and has not bowed to Baal. True religious devo- 


tion, reformation of conduct, faith and truſt in the 
Lord of Hoſts muſt be our rock of defence, our 


anchor in the ſtorm and tempeſt. 


Cromwell's miſcreants carried their deteſtable 
ſcheme of confuſion into effect, with an affected zeal 


for religion; even when they were murdering their 
anointed king, they were, as they blaſphemouſly pre- 


tended, . Seeking the Lord.” But how have the 
atheiffical enthuſiaſts acted, with reſpect to their own 
fallen monarchy, and with reſpect to the ruin they 


are bringing on the ſurrounding'world. They have 
at once thrown off the maſk, and openly, in the broad 


glare of day, blaſphemed their Saviour, renounced 
their God, trampled under foot the life, the light 
of Religion, the Sleſſed Goſpel. All this has been 


effected, not in a ſudden tranſport of fury, not in a 
ſudden guſt of brutiſh vindictive phrenzy which in 
a clouded moment of mental alienation, ſpurns at 


every conſideration offered to ſooth and tranquillize 
_ outraged reaſon; but the plot has been contriving, the 


train has been laid, the machination has been ſecretly 


and fearfully proceeding for years and years paſt, till 


the burſting earthquake has, with more than volcanic 
J exploſion, 
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exploſion, ſcattered 4 death, and deſolation over 


their own ancient monarchy, over the bordering 
countries, and is now threatening devaſtation to the 


_ diſtant ſtill trembling nations. 


If we trace this deſolating deluge to 10 fountain 
bead, we ſhall find it in the writings of their re- 
probate anti-chriſtian philoſophers,, who have ſophiſ- 
ticated reaſon in ſuch a manner, as utterly to have 
diſtorted every rule and ſtandard of human action; 
by which means they have undermined every principle 


of morality and religion; and by holding out falſe 


lights to a giddy unthinking world, have plunged 


mind, body, and ſoul, into 5 moſt. unfathomable. . : 


depths of darkneſs, miſery, and deſpair. 


What conſtruction can we put on their miſerable: 


fentimental jargon. of þh//anthrofy, their ſhallow pre- 


tence. of general benevolense, and univerſal ſieace, and 
embraces of fratern;zation, and. their boaſted wide- 


| ſpreading Tree of Liberty * As the ſtoical Logicians 


of old were ſaid to {ing themſelve; with their own: 
fointed ſubtleties*, to theſe teachers of impiety and 
rebellion, have perplexed themſelves with the mazes. 


®. Suis ſe compungunt acuminibus. Cic de Orat. 
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of their own contradictory paradoxes. Can /hilan- 


throhiy diffuſe miſery? Can benevolence contrive de- 


ſtruction? Can Peace ſound the tocſin of war and 
bloodſhed ? Can fraternal love occaſion diſtreſs, hatred, 
affliction? Can liberty effect the moſt abject, de- 


plorable, unqualified ſlavery? Can a corrupted foun- 


tain ſend forth ſalubrious waters? Can a withered tree 


bring forth good fruit? Obſerve, tyrants are pulling 
down thrones and dignities, deſpots are proclaiming 
the rights of men, liberty and equality. Thus theſe 
philoſophic projectors, theſe reaſoning conſpirators, 
theſe ſpeculative, atheiſtical enlighteners of mankind, 


actuated, as they pretend, by the moſt heroic and 


generous | affections of unlimited patriotiſm and uni- 
verſal citizenſhip, are ſcattering through the whole 
world the peſtilential blaſt of terrour, woe, and 
death! „ x wb 


S Nothing can more forcibly demonſtrate the per- 
mitted infſuence of diabolical agency in the heart of 


man, when once it has withdrawn itſelf from reli- 


gious principles, than, that perſons whoſe minds have 
been cultivated by education, enriched by knowledge, 


informed by hiſtorical events, and political experience 


of ages, ſhould be ſo perverted, as to turn the faireſt 
fruit and moſt wholeſome nutriment into the moſt 


noxious 


„„ 
noxious and deadly poiſon. The ferocitVof untutored 
ſavages excites not our wonder, (though indeed, m 
ſome climates, theſe have proved mild, humane, and 
generous creatures,) but that men who think them 
ſelves worthy of the name of þph7lo/aphers, ſhould with 
ſyſtematic deliberation, with matured and digeſted 
ſcheme, with to effe& miſchief, havoc, and complete 
ruin to particulars and communities, to their own 
country, to other nations of the world, to the preſent 
age, and to all poſterity ; that they ſhould go about 
to effect this univerſal overthrow of law, Teligiol, 
morality, government, political and ſocial order, not 
at firſt by the haughty ſtrides and martial career of a 
conqueror, (though this was to prove the tragic ca- 
taſtrophe) but by an artful circulation of novels, ro- 
mances, hiſtories, tracts, and ſyſtems of various de- 
ſoriptions, written with ſuch. guarded caution, as to 
elude the penetration of the unwary reader, who ſees 
not the whole drift and tendency of the work; that 
they ſhould, in their irreligious Encyclopedies, con- 
trive this plan of ſeduction by every art of allurement, 
by addreſs, ſly inſinuation, ſneer, ridicule ; that they 
ſhould conceive and project a vaſt ſtupendous work of 
darkneſs, that could not in all probability be com- 
pleted for a conſiderable number of years to come, 
Br ©? when 
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E 1 
when they themſelves might be in their * graves, or, 


if they ſhould be living, the victims PORE of their 
own 


* Voltaire and F rederic did not live to ſee their plans accompliſhed. 

Barruel. Tranſl. V. I. p. 113. 

It may be of public utility to ſubjoin Barruel's account of the 
death of Voltaire, the circumſtances of which I ſhall compreſs into 
a narrow compaſs. * Rage, remorſe, and blaſphemy, all ac- 
company and characterize the long agony of the dying Atheiſt. This 
death, the moſt terrible that is ever recorded to have ſtruck the im- 
pious man, will not be denied by his companions of impiety; their 


ſilence, however much they may wiſh to deny it is the leaſt of thoſe 
corroborative proofs which could be adduced. 


prieſts, who miniſtered to Him whom he had ſworn to cruſh, under 
the appellation of the wretch ——The conſpirators had ſtrained every 


nexye to hinder the chief from conſummating his recantation, and 
every avenue was ſhut to the prieſt, which Valtaire himſelf had ſent 


for. The demons haunted every acceſs ; rage ſucceeds to fury, and 
fury to rage again, during the remainder of his life. Then it was 


that D'Alembert, Diderot, and about twenty others of the con- - 


ipirators, who had beſet his apartment, never approached him, but 


to witneſs their own ignominy, and often he would curſe them, and 


exclaim, wt Retire, it is you that have brought me to wp preſent 


ſtate z begone, I could have done without you all, but you could 


not exiſt without me; and what a wretched glory have you procured 
me!” Then would ſucceed the horrid remembrance of his conſpiracy; 


| they could hear him, the prey of anguiſh and dread, alternately 


ſupplicating or blaſpheming that God, whom he had conſpired 


againſt, and in plaintive accents would he cry out, Oh Clriſt! Oh 
Jeſus Chriſt! And then complain that he was abantloned by God 


— 


and man. The hand which had traced in ancient writ the ſentence of 


an 


He calls for the 


5 mt ] 
own infernal conſpiracy ;—that FAhiloſofhers, 1 ay 
ſhould, with ſuch unceaſing induſtry, and perſevering 
diligence, lay waſte the whole moral, political, and 
natural world, is a paradox that cannot be ſolved, or 
accounted for, but by referring it to the permiſſive 

providence, and awful rodaments of the Supreme 

Being, who ſeeing mankind utterly enſlaved to the 
: vie of ſin, ad the kingdom of Satan, has de- 
livered them up to a reproliets' mind: and by the in- 
ſtrumentality of þhiloſophic, affiliated, and fraternizing 
ronſhirators, wreaks his vengeance on the Sodom and 
Gomorrah of the preſent day, that by an extermination | 
of univerſal corruption, he may prepare the way for 


the reign of his ele, and the renovation of his ſpi- 
ritual and evangelical kingdom. 


W hat is it which theſe blaſpheming, jacobinical, 
illuminated Societies have not plotted? What Jews, 


an impious reviling king, ſeemed to trace before his eyes, Cruſh 
then, do. cruſh the wretch. In vain he turned his head away; the 
time was coming apace when he was to appear before the tribunal of 
him he had blaſphemed, and his phyſicians, particularly Mr. Tron- 
chin, thunder-ſtruck retire, r e the death of the impious man 
to be terrible indeed. 1 -The Mareſchal de Richelieu flies from 
the bed-ſide, declaring it to be a ſight too terrible to be ſuſtained, 
and Mr, Tronchin, that the furies of Oreſtes could give but a faint 
idea of thoſe of Voltaire. P. 344, OY 
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Turks, Infidels, or Heretics, what apoſtate from God, 
what Julian, Celſus, or Porphyry, or even Judas him- 
ſelf, has ſhewn ſuch unqualified malice againſt the 
Chriſtian Croſs, the King of Kings, and the Lord of 
Lords, as this Pandemonium. of philoſophers ? 


Moe unto you, ye generation of vifers! How are 
the beautified orders, ranks, and gradations of ſociety 


overthrown ? How are the hopes and conſolations of 


Religion fled? How are the moral reſtraints and de- 


cencies of civil life diſſolved ? What confidence ſub- | 
fiſts between man and man? What alleviation i in the 


ties of friendſhip? What balm is left in conjugal 
fidelity and endearment? The morals, minds, and 
hearts of the very female ſex are infected, poiſoned, 


outraged ! Schools and ſeminaries of Atheiſm and 
Infidelity are inſtituted ; and a ſyſtem of education 


upheld, and thus tranſmitted to future generations for 
the promotion of — IT: and wild uproar ; 


The Sloiring of this odious picture i is ſtill 8 


when we reflect, that not only in individuals, and in 
private life, all ſenſe of decency, piety, and goodneſs 
is by this means extinguiſhed, but in the broad view 


of national ODOR, every feature of fublic Faith, 


politic al Honour, Law, and Tebice, 18 completely eraſed, 


and 


1 


5 [ 21 1 
and blotted out. The father of lyes 18 the mover, 


inſtigator, director. Ungodly men are rulers over 
them, and Satan fandeth at their right hand“. 


We have flattered ourſelves with freace, ſo eagerly de- 
fired and ſo deſireable, if it could with ſafety be obtain- 
ed: but what peace, what alliance, what connexion can 

be expected, or maintained, where the government of 
. the country is upheld by lies, e by baſeneſs, 
characterized by cruelty, pride, inſolence, hollow 
ſophiſm, deceit, and perfidy? Surely they are, what 
Totilas ſtyled himſelf, the ſcourge of God! Ol may 
the days of their mis-rule be few F, and may another 
take ee a 


5 Amidſt theſe affliting 1 how ſoothing 3 
it be to the mind, if it might be induleed. with a 
contemplative dream, as it were, of Han and reli- 
gious hope! Amidſt the convulſion of ſtates, and 
wreck of empires, and infidel ſcorn of Chriſt, and his 
croſs, and his goſpel, if Britain could be preſerved 
by the mercy of Almighty God, as the favoured 
'F ſhelter, refuge, and - haven, for his perſecuted and 
7 afflicted. church! With that light of celeſtial revela- 


= bee. Pr. cix. v. + + Flagellum Dei. f Pf. cix. v. 7. 
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tion which to Adam opened the dawning proſpect of 


reconciliation, grace, and mercy, the glorious church 


of God firſt beamed on the world; from thence 
tranſmitted gradually to the Patriarchs, preſerved 
during the Egyptian bondage, conducted by Moſes 


through the wilderneſs, and there firſt enthroned in 


the tabernacle, and enſhrined afterwards in the magni- 


ficent temple, opening with gradual and progreflive 
ſplendour from the firſt to the ſecond Adam, even in 
its figurative and typical ſtate was arrayed in the 


beauty of holineſs, and awful diſplay of its Levitical 


and pontifical glory. This heavenly church, receiv- 


ing in its appointed time, its ſpiritual perfection from 
Chriſt himſelf, æwithout ſpot or wrinkle; has been, 


through the protection of God's providence, and the 
per grace and power of the Holy Spirit, the 


completion of F prophecies; diſplay of miracles, and the 


miniſtration of the apoſtles, biſhops, and paſtors of the 
Chriſtian flock, conducted through various perſecu- 
tions to the time of the Great Conflantine, from whoſe 
age downwards, Kings became its nurſing fathers, and 


Queens its nurſing mothers. Built on the foundation of 
Phe fpirophets and aſoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
_ head-corner-ſtone, it was in early days transferred to 
this favoured land; and though here it has been in- 


cruſted formerly with the idolatrous deluſions of Papal 
I ſuperſtition, 


1 


6 3 1 > 
err it has for a lang ſeries of years, EP the 
bleſſing of God, been purified from foreign .carrup- 
tions, and emancipated from Romiſh Juriſdiction. 
This church, ſeparated, reformed, and diſtinguiſhed, 
as it is, by the title of z/e Church of Englend, has 
flouriſhed gloriouſly for a length of time: O! may 
it ſtill flouriſh, amidſt this over-ſpreading inundation 
of wickedneſs, blaſphemy, and atheiſm ! May this 
iſland, like the ſanctified ark of Naah, preſerve the 
hallowed depoſit of godly devotion and chriſtian 
grace; tranſmitting unſullied the true ſociety of 
fainen from their militant to their triumphant and 
beatific ſtate! May it be the aſylum and ſanctuary 
of perſecuted innocence, and of the afflicted candi- 
dates for the heavenly J eruſalem May this ſignal 
honour be reſerved for the high legiſlative power of 
this country, with our eee | lions. and moſt 
exemplary Sovereign at 1ts head, —That Sovereign, 
who, like David of "old time, feedeth his preofle with a 
faithful and true heart, and ruleth them firudently with 
all his power. Pſalm LxXV111. v. 73. May the triple- 
headed, anti-chriſtian, anti-monarchical, anti-ſocial 
monſter, however elſewhere idolized, here at leaſt, 
fall like the Philiſtine Dagon, before the ark of the 
Lord! May we ſay with the Pſalmiſt, This hall 
Re gol be 
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be God's reſt for ever: here will I twell, for [ have a a 


delight therein.” Pfalm CXXXIT. v. 15. OY 


e Thou, O Lord, haſt Soo a vine out "of 


Egypt: thou haſt caft out the heathen, and planted it. 


The wild boar out of the wood doth root it ß, and the 
wild beaſts of the field devour it — Turn thee again, | 
thou God of Hofts : behold and viſit this vine. 


Pfalm L. v. 8, 13, 14 
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